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NOTICE ON THE PHONGYIES, OE
BUDDHIST MONKS,

SOMETIMES GALLED TALAPOIM1

IN the foregoing pages we have first, given a sketch of the
life of the founder of Buddhism, and in the accompanying
notes endeavoured to explain the more important parti-
culars respecting the extraordinary religious system he
has established. Subsequently, in the way to Neibban,
we have laid down, in as few words as possible, the great
metaphysical principles upon which is raised the great
structure of Buddhism, and pointed out the way leading
to the pretended perfection, or rather the end of perfec-
tion, Neibban. It seems to be necessary to devote a par-
ticular notice to the religious Order which forms the most
striking feature of that religion, which has extended its
sway over so many nations. The association of devotees
holds the first rank among the followers of Buddha; it
comprises the elite of that immense body. The system of

i The   word   Talapoin,   imported    slender wooden frame, which Tala-

into Europe by the writings of early    poms  carry with   them   on   certain

Portuguese authors in the East In-    occasions when they go abroad.

dies, derives its origin probably from        In the course of this notice we will

two Pali words, Tala-pat,  meaning    indiscriminately   make   use   of   the

the leaf of the palm-tree.    These two    words Phongyies, Talapoins, and Ra-

words, coupled together, are used by    hans   to    designate   the    Buddhist

the Siamese to designate  the large     religious,
fan made of palm-leaves,  set  in  a
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